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of Demetrius was in danger, and greater than Diana
of the Ephesians is the mandarin's hereditary right
of cc squeeze." Behind Li, as one man, stood the
whole Chinese mandarinate, far more deeply con-
cerned for its own class privileges than for the honour
and safety of the Empire.

When Herr von Hanneken's proposals were even-
tually shelved by the Chinese Government, Li had
been deprived of all his titles and honours, retaining
only the territorial Governorship. His old rival, Liu
E?un-yi, head of the Hunanese clan, had been ap-
pointed to supersede him as Generalissimo of China's
naval and military forces. To all outward appear-
ances the great man had fallen upon evil days ; his
enemies mocked him openly in the gates. Arguing
from these facts, Mr. Michie, in his apologia, asks
how could Li possibly have framed and carried out
an independent reactionary military policy and have
succeeded, through Sheng Kung-pao, in frustrating
Herr von Hanneken's proposals. The answer to
this apparently reasonable argument is that, through-
out the period of his apparent disgrace, Li continued
to enjoy, behind the scenes, the protection of Tzu
Hsi and the no less powerful assistance of his business
associate, the Chief Eunuch Li Lien-ying, always the
power behind the Throne.

It may be that if Russia had not been brought, by
Li*s diplomacy and in her own interest, to intervene,
if China had actually been stripped of her fortresses and
territory on the mainland by the despised <c Wojen,"
and if Li had been brought to account for these
national humiliations, the Manchus might at least
have attempted to stay the process of disintegration
by adopting some such serious scheme of army reform